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factories  and  schools, and a large mechanical transport depot.
As the Aldershot area was much too restricted in size, as well as too familiar, for the advanced training of the higher formations, and as we had no legal powers by which ground elsewhere could be acquired, reliance had to be placed on the good-will of landowners and tenants. As a rule these met us in a most generous spirit, though there were some notable and tiresome ' exceptions. I remember one large landowner who declined to allow us the use of some " common " land which' came under his control as lord of the manor, although he was a prominent member of the National Service League ! Another wealthy proprietor once refused, in spite of many entreaties, to grant the use of quite a small, though to us a very important, area which happened to be in the centre of a tract of country already conceded to us by other owners, and without which the contemplated operations would to a great extent become unreal.
A similar difficulty threatened on another occasion, but was overcome by the patriotism and good sense of the owner. Smith-Dorrien had decided that the operations should include the crossing of the Thames by a division during darkness, and there was only one locality available where an improvised bridge could be constructed and the passage made so as to fit suitably into the project as a whole. The ground on one side of the river had been obtained, but the owner of the fields on the opposite bank at first met our request with a blank refusal, and the position seemed hopeless. He had good reason for refusing, for he had recently received in connection with another matter very shabby and exasperating treatment at the hands of the superior military authorities. After a lengthy correspondence I succeeded in gaming a personal interview with him, when he proved to be quite amenable, and gave his full consent for us to do as we wished.
The system of obtaining ground for manoeuvres only from those who were sufficiently patriotic to lend it was fundamentally bad and pleased nobody. Separate arrangements had to be made with all the owners, tenants, andsuch as the signalling school, army gymnastic school, school of cookery, aeroplane and balloon
